ASTRONOMY SECTION 


THE REGULAR MEETING of the Astronomy Section will be held at 8 p. m., Wednes- 
day, June 27, in the Student Lecture Room. 

Leon Salanave, associate curator of astronomy in charge of the Section, will 
discuss “What Makes the Stars Shine?” Within recent years a fuller under- 
standing of “thermonuclear reactions,” together with a realization of the awe- 
some temperatures (as high as a billion degrees) and tremendous pressures 
(millions of tmes our atmosphere) inside a star has led to some speculations 
on how stars “burn’”—converting hydrogen into helium and certain heavier 
elements. One of the best popular accounts of these highly theoretical matters 
is to be found in Professor Fred Hoyle’s latest book, Frontiers of Astronomy, 
which will provide the basis of the evening’s discussion. 

There will be no Section meetings in July and August—summer vacations, 
spying on Mars from atop Junipero Serra Peak, and sundry other diversions! 


New MeEmsBers 


THE FOLLOWING MEMBERs Were elected by the Council at its meeting of May 17, 
1956: 


Recutar MEMBERSHIP Professor Edward A. Steinhaus 
Mr. Walter C. Brown Mr. Norman R. West 
Mr. Philip F, Bonhag Mr. M. Woodbridge Williams 


Mr. John S, Coe 


F ou So se Fasuity MrEMBERSHIP 
Miss Elizabeth Collier 


Mr. Noal R. Gray Mr. Gano H. Coleman 
Mr. Henry W. Hendricks Mrs. Anna F. Wells 


Miss Elsie L. Luckel 
Miss Z. Josephine Ryan 
Mr. John E, Schultz Stan Davis, Jr. 


STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
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June Announcement 


THE REGULAR JUNE MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
at 8:15 p.at., Wednesday, June 6, in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium. 
Oliver E. Bowen, associate mining geologist, California State Division of Mines, 
will present an illustrated lecture: 


GroLocy AND MINERAL Deposits OF THE BAY AREA 


The Lecrure AupDIENCE will have an opportunity to preview the new Geology 
Exhibit which will be opened to the public on the following day. 

Bowen will take his audience on a geological tour of the Bay Area, starting 
at the Golden Gate, moving north toward Lake County, then east. and finally 
to the southern portion of this area. The tour will be illustrated with Koda- 
chrome slides from Division of Mines files. 

As seen through the eyes of a geologist, the Bay Area is youthful, a region 
that is geologically active. Bowen says, in fact, that it is “exceedingly active 
Actually, he points out, the entire perimeter of the Pacific Ocean fits this deserip- 
tion, although the activity in some places stems from volcanoes rather than from 

faulting and resultant earthquakes as in this area. Still another geological activity 
is continuing in the Bay Area, Bowen says. This is the folding, or wrinkling, 
of the earth’s crust—the process that built the Coast Ranges. 

Bowen will also discuss the geological history of San Francisco Bay itself. 
It was formed, he says, at the end of the Ice Age (or one might say in the post- 
Pleistocene) when ice water from melting glaciers raised the level of the seas. 

The lecturer was graduated from the University of California at Berkeley 
in 1940 and received his Master’s Degree there in 1950. He has been with the 
Division of Mines eight years. 


Rose’s Moroccan Rock Rost 


Tuis ts Nor the title of a popular song nor is it a quotation from Gertrude Stein. 
What we mean to tell you is that specimen number 399,999, a rock rose from 
Morocco, was filed in the Herbarium a few days ago. Lewis S. Rose, research 
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associate in the Department of Botany, obtained the plant by exchange. Number 
400,000, which Mr. Rose received from Africa in the same consignment, was 
a member of the cabbage family, Brassica fruticulosa. The rose and the cabbage 
were placed in the Herbarium with all due ceremony. Then the members of the 
Botany Department sat down to a luncheon prepared in celebration of the 
important eccasion. 


GroLocy Exuisir OprENs 


Most of vs have read our history books enough to call to mind a picture of 
San Francisco when it was little more than a village, of Oakland when oak trees 
and grizzlies held sway, and of the Bay when it was ringed by open wastes of 
marsh and mudflat. But what about a million or ten million years ago? 

The new Geology Exhibit (sponsored by Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia) tells the story of the Bay Region in both the Pleistocene, or the Ice Age. 
and the Pliocene, a period of about ten million years which preceded the Pleisto- 
cene. The exhibit will open to the public June 7 after a preview for Academy 
members on June 6. 

Ten million years ago, as the exhibit will show you, the Bay Area was wetter 
and somewhat warmer. The land was much flatter; the Coast Ranges had not 
yet appeared. The San Joaquin Valley was a bay from which the view to the 
Sierra Nevada was unobstructed. There was considerable volcanic activity. On 
display are fossil remains of various animals which inhabited the Bay Region 
at one time or another during this period: camels, ground-sloths, saber-tooth 
cats, three-toed horses, and elephant-like mammals with tusks on both the upper 
and lower jaw. Much later came man. 

However, the exhibit does not deal exclusively with the past. It covers the 
present rocks and mineral deposits of the area, and takes up timely subjects such 
as earthquakes and their causes. 

The permanent exhibit was constructed by the Department of Exhibits under 
the supervision of curator Cecil Tose. Advisers to the project were Charles 
Chesterman, State Division of Mines, and Clark G. C. Gester, research asso- 
ciate in the Academy’s Department of Geology. Gester is a retired chief geolo- 
gist of the Standard Oil Company of California. 


SMITH SUCCEEDS CARBERRY 


Dr. Roserr C. Mitcer, director of the Academy, announces the appointment 
of Allyn G. Smith to the post of executive assistant to the director. Smith, who 
joined the Academy staff in January as a full-time research malacologist, succeeds 
Matthew C. Carberry, who was recently named San Francisco County sheriff. 

Smith, a former Pacific Telephone executive, has been a member of the 
Academy for 26 years. He was elected a Life Member in 1943 and a Fellow 
in 1952. 
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OK, Vorxs! How Asour Ir? 


By some strange coincidence every member of the Academy failed to read 
one of the items in the April News Letter. This was the one in which we 
appealed to members to buy a blue Kombi “Volkswagen” (price tag $2,271.83) 
for the Student Section. We thought this photograph of Student Supervisor 
Sam Carpenter and a delegation from our Student Section trying out the coveted 
vehicle might be a good way of calling this matter to your attention. 


A picture ts said to be worth a thousand words. We hope some friend of the 
Academy will think this one is worth 2,272 dollars, Contributions to the Acad- 
emy are tax deductible, 


Dr. ExizasetH McCiintock, Status Nova 


Tue DepartTMENT oF Botany announces that Miss Elizabeth McClintock, assist- 
ant curator of botany, has completed work on her Doctorate. She took the final 
examination on her thesis (on the genus Hydrangea) on May 8 at the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

In other news from the Department, curator John Thomas Howell reports 
that the San Francisco Garden Club celebrated its 30th anniversary on May 15 
at the Century Club. Howell, who was guest speaker on the occas on, exhibited 
a number of books which have been purchased through the Mrs. William Hinck- 
ley Taylor Memorial Fund. The fund was established by the Garden Club in 
1938 in honor of the club’s founder. It is used exclusively for the purchase of 
botanical literature for the Academy Library. 
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